
 

 

 
Philosophy of Assessment 
Assessment, Evaluation and Reflection are important parts of the cycle of 
educational design. At Skyline High School, all teachers use assessment to inform 
instructional decisions and improve their practice.  
 
In addition, assessment should be used to evaluate student progress towards the 
established objectives of each course. Formative assessments should identify 
student strengths and challenges.  Summative assessment should be used to 
evaluate how well course skills and content has been learned and course objectives 
have been met and present students with feedback on their level of achievement in 
understanding and meeting those objectives. 
 
General Assessment Information 
Student success can be defined in many ways, and Skyline students achieve success 
in academics, athletics, the arts, community service, leadership, and citizenship. One 
measure of student and school success is strategic testing of what students know 
and can do with that knowledge. Student test scores on state and national 
assessments are compared to their earlier scores or to the scores of a similar group. 
Teacher and administrators use in-depth analysis of the results to bolster school 
instruction and plan staff training. Those plans are folded into Skyline’s annual 
Continuous Improvement Plan. 
 
All Skyline teachers track whole group and sub-group student data to share with 
their evaluators. The data teachers share can include district, department, or 
classroom-based measures. Teachers must attempt to show clear evidence of 
growth for most students. 
 
In the same way, Skyline’s IB program annually takes the results of IB assessments 
and evaluates instruction based on this data. With the help of the Subject Reports IB 
teachers work on their own and in groups to improve their own practice and give IB 
students the best opportunity to learn and succeed.  
 
IB Assessment in Practice 
In Skyline’s IB Programme, teachers widely and frequently use the IB rubrics to guide 
student learning. They use the rubrics to create assessments, and then use 
backwards design to construct units and lessons that lead to mastery on the rubric. 
Teachers also use the rubrics to guide self and peer assessment by students: for 
discussion; for writing; for oral presentations. Teachers give students many 
opportunities to practice as well as to demonstrate mastery. Teachers seek and 
provide opportunities for student choice of assessment. For example, students 
develop their own research questions for internal assessments in our Group 3 
subjects, the Sciences, Math, English and Visual Arts.   
 
Accommodations 
Students may request accommodation as part of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
or 504 Plan.  Teachers honor student accommodations in classroom assessment as 
communicated through these plans.  Any student requiring accommodation should 
consult their school counselor.  Students wishing to register for specific 
accommodations on official IB assessments should contact the IB Coordinator no 
later than the assessment registration deadline of November 1. 
 

 



 

Grading and Reporting 
Most teachers at Skyline base grades on a 100 point scale: A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ 
(77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (66-69), D (60-65), F (0-59).  
 
In the Diploma Programme teachers use IB rubrics which use a numerical scale to indicate the level of mastery: 7 
(Excellent), 6 (Very good), 5 (Good), 4 (Satisfactory), 3 (Mediocre), 2 (Poor), 1 (Very poor). Assessments for the Theory of 
Knowledge course and the Extended Essay follow a letter grade system as below: A (Excellent), B (Good), C 
(Satisfactory), D (Mediocre), E (Elementary), N (No grade). Various IB teachers use methods such as conversion charts 
and weighting to make the IB grading scale match up with the 4.0 grading scale required by Washington State and 
expected by American Universities. Teachers examine both local performance and IB’s worldwide grade boundaries 
annually to establish appropriate equivalencies for grade awards under the school’s A-F system. 
 
The Issaquah School District superintendent has established a system of reporting student progress to students and 
families and requires staff members to comply with the system as part of their professional responsibility. Electronic 
progress reports and report cards are issued every six weeks throughout the school year so that parents and students 
can monitor student progress via the online student management system.  Paper copies of student report cards are 
issued upon request by the family. 
 
These progress reports serve as a basis for continuous evaluation of a student's performance and to help in determining 
how to effect improvement.  
 
The Issaquah School District also complies with the marking/grading system incorporated into the statewide 
standardized high school transcript. Secondary students’ grade points are reported for each term, individually and 
cumulatively.  
 
The district believes that the cooperation of school and home is a vital ingredient in the growth and education of the 
student and recognizes the responsibility to keep parents informed of student welfare and progress in school.  
 
Homework 
Skyline High School believes that homework is a constructive tool in the teaching/learning process when geared to the 
needs and abilities of students. Purposeful assignments not only enhance student achievement but also develop self-
discipline and associated good working habits. As an extension of the classroom, homework must be planned, 
purposeful, and clear.  
 
Homework may be assigned for one or more of the following purposes:  
 

A. Practice -- to help students increase competency with specific skills which have been presented in class. 

B. Preparation -- to help students gain the maximum benefits from future lessons.  

C. Extension -- to provide students with opportunities to transfer specific skills or concepts to new situations.  

D. Creativity -- to require students to integrate many skills and concepts in order to produce original responses.  

Homework may not be assigned as a disciplinary measure. The purpose of homework assignments, and the guidelines 
and/or expectations should be made clear to the student at the time of the assignment.  The general nature of 
homework expectations and assessment procedures for each class are clearly communicated to students and families 
via the course syllabus, descriptions and other documents within the ISD course management system and/or each 
teacher/course website. 
 
Although Skyline relies on research-based practices regarding time allotment guidelines for student homework, students 
vary in their ability levels, learning styles, home resources, and need for additional work at home. Courses also differ in 
the kinds of material presented, equipment requirements, and degrees of supervision needed for assignments, making it 
inappropriate to state specific time requirements. 
 



 

Diploma Programme Assessment Calendar 
The IB Coordinator collects assessment dates from teachers every year and revises the school’s internal assessment 
calendar accordingly. As far as possible, assessments are spaced out so as to give students, particularly those in the 
Diploma Programme who are taking many IB courses, to produce their best work. IB teachers use a shared Outlook 
calendar to regularly review that assessments and major assignments are spread in a manageable way throughout the 
year.  
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Baccalaureate Organization. 
Policies and Procedures of the Issaquah School District. ISD website. 
 

  


