
 

 

 

Philosophy 
Skyline High School is committed to supporting educational access for all 
students. All students can learn and desire to succeed.  It is our job not 
only to provide access to education, but to ensure that our students are 
learning and growing.  Recognizing that we are all unique learners, we 
assume responsibility with the student and family to uncover the ways in 
which our students learn best (this may include searching for underlying 
skill/learning deficits, before assuming a lack of motivation).  Teachers 
will differentiate daily instruction to accommodate and challenge both 
advanced and developing students. In addition, we believe that each 
student belongs to the classroom community and needs to feel cared for, 
trusted, understood, valued and safe. (Meeting 2). 
 
Practices 
Skyline High School and all schools in the Issaquah School District are 
required to abide by the United States Federal and Washington State laws 
pertaining to special education. 
 
Federal 
 The United States Government mandates that all students with special 
educational needs are supported through The Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) is a federal law ensuring services to children with disabilities. 
IDEA governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention, 
special education and related services to more than 6.5 million eligible 
infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities. In exchange for 
federal money, schools must guarantee that all children with disabilities 
will receive a “free, appropriate public education.”  
 
State 
 The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction in Washington 
State adheres to IDEA through a variety of documents and policies that 
can be found at http://www.k12.wa.us/SpecialEd/Regulations.aspx. 
 
Issaquah School District 
 The mission of the Issaquah School District states: Our students will be 
prepared for and eager to accept the academic, occupational, personal and 
practical challenges of life in a dynamic global environment.  
 
In the Issaquah School District instructional and support services for 
students with special educational needs are delivered by special 
education teachers, school psychologists, speech language pathologists, 
behavior specialists, occupational therapists, physical therapists, and 
educational assistants. In compliance with federal and state law, students 
with disabilities are served in the least restrictive environment to the 
maximum extent possible. All special education students at all district 
schools participate as appropriate in general education classrooms. 
Special education services include individualized specially-designed 

 



 

instruction in academic skills, adaptive skills (self-help; self-advocacy, community, independent living 
etc.), communication and language skills, motor skills, social skills, behavior and vocational skills. An 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) is developed at least annually for each special education student, 
and goals and objectives (where appropriate) are written based upon formal and informal testing and on-
going quantitative data. 
 
The District offers a variety of options to meet the needs of highly capable students in grades 6-12. Within 
these program options, our goal is to provide students with academic acceleration and rigor. These 
options include, but are not limited to: Honors classes, International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced 
Placement (AP), Running Start, College in the High School, and online courses. 
 
Skyline High School 
 We set high, but realistic goals for all students. At Skyline we offer additional support and/or extension 
to those will benefit from it. These individual needs may include, but are not limited to, learning 
disabilities, autism spectrum disorders, communication and speech difficulties, social, emotional and 
behavioral difficulties, physical and medical challenges, and a designation as Highly Capable. Services 
may include classroom differentiation, individual student interventions, Guidance Team Meetings and 
continuous monitoring of progress. Struggling students may be guided towards a Section 504 plan or a 
Special Education evaluation. Honors and IB courses provide an opportunity for Highly Capable students 
to meet their unique educational needs.  Teachers employ emerging best practices, such as Co-Teaching 
and Planning, and courses that feed into IB Courses are currently being planned and implemented in a 
strategic manner to allow all students to have better access to challenging work.   
 
Identification and Practice 
Any staff member or parent/guardian can identify a student for evaluation and assessment. In addition, 
students may also self-identify. The student, his/her teachers, administrators, counselors and parents are 
part of the team that evaluates students and identifies what accommodations may contribute to the 
student’s success. If the student is an IB Diploma student, the IB Coordinator will also participate in the 
evalution.  
 
In the Skyline High School IB Diploma Programme, as with all students at Skyline, teachers are provided 
with all accommodations at the beginning of each semester and the coordinator and teacher ensure that 
accommodations are met in each Diploma Classroom. Teachers and the Coordinator regularly discuss the 
progress and concerns of all students in their Diploma courses. 
 
Skyline High School IB teachers believe in equal access to IB courses for all students. Instruction reflects a 
variety of teaching strategies and materials.  
 
When registering for exams, students notify the IB of any Assessment Access requirements. The 
Coordinator completes the Assessment Access forms on IBIS to ensure Inclusive Assessment 
Arrangements. Once approved, the coordinator will contact the student and parents and, together with 
the student’s counselor, arrange for the appropriate accommodations during testing.  The Coordinator 
will also contact teachers and let them know what accommodations have been approved so that the 
teachers can test the student under similar conditions within the classroom. 
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